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5. Q A copy of the International Application as filed (35 U.S.C. 371(c)(2)) 
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19. [7] A second copy of the English language translation of the international application under 35 U.S.C. 154(d)(4), 
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INTERNATIONAL APPLICATION NO. 

PCT/JPOO/01740 


ATTORN EY'S DOCKET NUMBER 

7991-000018 


2 1 .[x| The following fees are submitted: 
BASIC NATIONAL FEE (37 CFR 1.492 (a) (1) - (5)): 
Neither international preliminary examination fee (37 CFR 1.482) 
nor international search fee (37 CFR 1.445(a)(2)) paid to USPTO 

and international Search Report not prepared by the EPO or JPO $1040.00 

International preliminary examination fee (37 CFR L482) not paid to 

USPTO but International Search Report prepared by the EPO or JPO $890.00 

International preliminary examination fee (37 CFR 1.482) not paid to USPTO 

but international search fee (37 CFR 1.445(a)(2)) paid to USPTO $740.00 

International preliminary examination fee (37 CFR 1.482) paid to USPTO 

but all claims did not satisfy provisions of PCT Article 33(1 )-(4) $710.00 

International preliminary examination fee (37 CFR 1.482) paid to USPTO 

and all claims satisfied provisions of PCT Article 33(l)-(4) $100.00 

ENTER APPROPRIATE BASIC FEE AMOUNT = 

CALCULATIONS PTO USE ONLY 

% RQD no 


Surcharge of$130.00 for furnishing the oath or declaration later than |_J 20 LJ 30 
months from the earliest claimed priority date (37 CFR l:492(e)). 

* 0 , UU 


CLAIMS 

NUMBER FILED 

NUMBER EXTRA 

RATE 

$ 


Total claims 

4 -20 = 

0 

X $18.00 

* 0.00 


Independent claims 

1 -3 = 

0 

x $84.00 

$ 0.00 


MULTIPLE DEPENl 

:)ENT CLAIM(S) (if applicable) 

+ $280.00 

$ 0.00 


TOTAL OF ABOVE CALCULATIONS = 

$ 890.00 


rn Applicant claims small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27. The fees indicated above 

are reduced by 1/2. + 

$ 


SUBTOTAL = 

$ yyo.uo 


Processing fee of $1 30.00 for furnishing the English translation later than [J 20 Q 30 
months from the earliest claimed priority date (37 CFR 1.492(0)- 

$ 0.00 


TOTAL NATIONAL FEE - 

$ 890.00 


Fee for recording the enclosed assignment (37 CFR 1.21(h)). The assignment must be 
accompanied by an appropriate cover sheet (37 CFR 3.28, 3.31). $40.00 per property + 

^ 0.00 


TOTAL FEES ENCLOSED = 

$ 890.00 



Amount to be 
refunded: 

$ 

charged: 

$ 


_ to cover the above fees is enclosed. 
in the amount of $ 


to cover the above fees. 


a. Q A check in the amount of $ 890.00 

b. I — I Please charge my Deposit Account No. 

— A duplicate copy of this sheet is enclosed. 

c. The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees which may be required, or credit any 
overpayment to Deposit Account Nn 08-0750 , a duplicate copy of this sheet is enclosed. 

d. □ Fees are to be charged to a credit card. WARNING: Information on this form may become public. Credit card 

information should not be included on this form. Provide credit card information and authorization on PTO-2038. 

NOTE: Where an appropriate time limit under 37 CFR 1.494 or 1.495 has not been met, a petition to revive (37 CFR 
1.137 (a) or (b)) must be filed and granted to restore the application to pending s^tus. / 
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JOSEPH R. PAPP 

Harness, Dickey £ Pierce, P.L.C. 
P.O. Box 828 

Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 48303 
U.S.A. 
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Date of Deposit: Novemberi3_, 2001 


Application No. 
Filing Date: 
Applicant: 
Group Art Unit: 
Examiner: 
Title: 


Hiroshi Katase et al 


CASE 


Attorney Docket: 7991-000018 


Box PCX 

Assistant Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 


EXPRESS MAIL TRANSMITTAL 

The following papers are being deposited with the United States Postal Service Express 
Mail Post Office To Addressee and addressed for receipt by the United States Patent 
and Trademark Office: 

1 . Transmittal letter to the U.S. Designated/Elected Office 
(DO/EO/US) Concerning a Filing Under 35 U.S.C. 371; 

2. English language copy of International Application as filed; 

3. Information Disclosure Statement; Form 1449 plus 3 Japanese 
references; 

4. 3 sheets formal drawings (Figs. 1-5), 

5. Eng. translation of first sheets of publication of WO/01/70069; 

6. English language translation of International Search Report, 

7. Check for $890.00 and Express Mailing Certificate. 

8. Acknowledgement postcard. 


Harness, Dickey & Pierce, P.L.C. 
P.O. Box 828 

Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 48303 
(248) 641-1600 
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PATENT 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Application No.: 10/009,556 
Filing Date: November 13, 2001 

Applicant: Hiroshi Katase et al 

Group Art Unit: (Unknown) 
Examiner: (Unknown) 
Title: Case 
Attorney Docket: 7991 -00001 8 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

In response to the Notification of Missing Requirements Under 35 U.S.C. 371, 
enclosed are the following documents: 

1 . Combined Declaration for Patent Application and Power of Attorney 

2. Assignment 

3. Cover Sheet for Recordal of Document (Patent) (in duplicate) 

4. Copy of Notification of Missing Requirements Under 35 U.S.C. 371 in the United States 
Designated/Elected Office (DO/EO/US) dated February 7, 2002 

6. Check in the amount of $1 30.00 covering the Late Filing Surcharge 

il/e9/200e LLftNDGRfl 00000063 10009556 

01 FCsl617 130»00 OP 


7991-000018 
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7. Check in the amount of $40.00 covering assignment recordal fee 

Respectfully submitted, 



Joseph R. Papp, Reg. No. 20115 
HARNESS, DICKEY & PIERCE, P.L.C. 
Attomeys for Applicants 


Dated: November 20, 2002 

P.O. Box 828 

Bloomfield Hills, Mi. 48303 

248-641-1600 
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DESCRIPTION 


CASE 


TECHNICAL FIELD 

This invention relates to a box-shaped case 
in which shells can be exchanged. 

BACKGROUND ART 


attache-case, shells are fixed respectively to a pair 
of frame members pivotally connected together at their 
lower portions. Such a box-shaped case, even when 
pressed, can not be easily crushed, and therefore 
10 documents and the like can be stored in the case in a 
safe and secure manner. 


box- shaped case can not be changed, and therefore the 
case is sometimes too large or too small, depending on 

15 the purpose for each occasion. There is known also a 
type of box- shaped case having a special partition 
provided therein so as to enable the case to store 
particular articles. Such a case with the partition 
has a drawback that articles of other shapes and sizes 

2 0 can not be easily stored in the case. Therefore, 
several cases need to be owned, and it is rather 
difficult to secure a place in which these cases are 
stored. 


5 


In a box- shaped case represented by an 


However, the capacity (the thickness) of the 
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DISCLOSURE OF THE INVENTION 

It is therefore the object of this invention 
to provide a case in which shells can be easily 
exchanged . 

5 The case according to the present invention 

has a construction in which dish-like shells are 
releasably fitted respectively in a pair of frame 
members from inner sides thereof, the frame members 
being pivotally connected together at their lower 

10 portions so as to be opened and closed. 

Thus, the case according to the present 
invention has the construction in which the shells are 
releasably fitted in the frame members, and therefore 
there are prepared several kinds of shells of different 

15 thicknesses and colors and shells each having a 

partition, and by exchanging these shells, there can be 
obtained a case suited for a purpose unique to each 
occasion. Therefore, it is not necessary to own 
several cases, and a storage space is reduced - 

20 The shells, removed from the frame members, 

can be used also as storage trays for storing articles. 
Further, when the shells used as storage trays are 
fitted in the frame members as they are, the articles, 
stored in the trays (shells) , can be carried in the 

25 case, without the need for repacking. 

Preferably, it is constructed so that a 
peripheral edge portion of the shell is turned back 
outwardly into a U- shape, and a groove is formed in a 
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peripheral portion of the frame member, and the turned- 
back portion of the shell can be fitted in this groove. 
With this construction, the frame member, fitted on the 
shell, is not warped, and when the case is closed, the 
5 pair of frame members are neatly mated with each other 
without displacement . 

Preferably, pits are formed in the inner 
surface of the shell, and are arranged at predetermined 
intervals, and projections, corresponding to these 
10 pits, are formed on a bottom of a partition, a small 
article- storing member or the like, and these projec- 
tions are fitted in the pits, thereby fixing the 
partition. With this construction, articles can be 
neatly stored in the case, using the fixed partition. 

15 BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Fig. 1 is an exploded, perspective view of 
one preferred embodiment of a case according to the 
present invention. 

Fig. 2 is a cross-sectional view showing a 
2 0 condition in which a frame member and a shell of the 
case of the embodiment in Fig. 1 are fitted together. 

Fig. 3 is a perspective view of the case of 
the embodiment of Fig. 1 in its open condition. 

Fig. 4 is a perspective view of the case of 
25 the embodiment of Fig. 1 in its closed condition. 

Fig. 5 is a cross-sectional view of a portion 
of the shell, showing a condition in which a partition 


4 

for the case according to the present invention is to 
be attached. 


BEST MODE FOR UTILIZING THE INVENTION 

Fig. 1 shows one preferred embodiment of a 
5 case according to the present invention. As shown in 
the drawings, this embodiment is so constructed that a 
shell 11 can be releasably fitted in a frame member 10. 
The frame member 10 is molded into a rectangular shape, 
using a plastics material. The two frame members are 

10 pivotal ly connected together by hinge pins 12 so as 
to be opened and closed. A handle 13 is integrally 
molded on the frame member 10. Reference numeral 15 
denotes a slide-type stopper for holding the pair of 
frame members 10 against opening. 

15 The shell 11 is molded into a dish-like 

shape, using a plastic material, and is so sized as to 
snugly fit in the frame member 10. As shown in Fig. 2, 
a peripheral edge portion of the shell 11 is turned 
back outwardly into a U-shape (This turned-back portion 

20 is designated by reference numeral 16) . On the other 
hand, a groove 17 is formed in a peripheral portion of 
the frame 11. When the shell 11 is fitted in the frame 
member 10, the turned-back portion 16 of the shell is 
snugly fitted in the groove 17 in this frame member as 

25 indicated in dot-and-dash lines in Fig. 2. 

In order that the thus fitted shell 11 will 
not easily come off from the frame member 10, small 


5 

claws or projections 19 are formed on predetermined 
portions of the groove portion 17 in the frame member 

10 while small claws or projections 19 are formed on 
predetermined portions of the turned-back portion 16 

5 of the shell 11. When the shell 11 is fitted, the 
claws 19, provided at one of the two, slide past the 
corresponding mating claws 19. The claws 19 are 
engaged with each other, and therefore the thus fitted 
shell 11 will not be easily disengaged from this frame 
10 member 10. For removing the shell 11 from the frame 
member 10, the shell 11 is pressed hard inwardly from 
the outer side thereof. By doing so^ the claw 19 
slides past the mating claw 19, so that the shell 11 is 
disengaged, 

15 Fig. 3 shows a condition in which the shell 

11 is thus fitted in the frame member 10. Fig. 4 shows 
the case in its closed condition. 

The shell 11, shown in the drawings, has a 
standard depth, and when it is desired to increase the 
20 thickness of the case, the standard shell is removed, 
and a shell (not shown) , having a greater depth, is 
attached. 

Pits 2 0 are formed in the inner surface of 
the shell 11 simultaneously when molding the shell 11, 
2 5 the pits 20 being arranged at predetermined intervals 
in lengthwise and widthwise directions. A partition 
plate, a small article-storing member or the like is 
attached, utilizing these pits 20. More specifically. 
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projections 21 are formed on a bottom of the partition 
plate (or the small article-storing member) 22 as shown 
in Fig. 5, and these projections are fitted in the pits 
20, thereby achieving the fixing. An inlet portion of 
5 each pit 20 is formed narrowly so that the projection 
will not be easily disengaged from the pit. 

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY 

As described above, with the construction of 
the present invention^ the shells of the case can be 
10 easily exchanged, and the case, having the thickness 

and color suited for the purpose for each occasion, can 
be used. 

Although the present invention has been 
described with reference to its preferred embodiment, 

15 it can be appreciated that the present invention itself 
is not to be limited to the details thereof. It can 
be appreciated that the present invention include 
modifications, which are apparent to those versed in 
the art relating to the present invention, without 

2 0 departing from the scope and category of the present 
invention recited in the appended claims. 
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CLAIMS 

1. A case comprising a pair of frame members 
pivotally connected together at their lower portions, 
and dish-like shells releasably fitted respectively in 
said frame members from inner sides thereof. 

2. A case according to claim 1, in which a 
peripheral edge portion of said shell is turned back 
outwardly into a U- shape, and a groove, in which said 
turned-back portion is fitted, is formed in a 
peripheral portion of said frame member . 

3. A case according to claim 1, in which in 
order that a partition can be fixed to the inner side 
of said shell, a plurality of pits, in which projec- 
tions, formed on a bottom of said partition, can be 
fitted, are formed in an inner surface of said shell, 
and are arranged at intervals. 

4. A case according to claim 2, in which in 
order that a partition can be fixed to the inner side 
of said shell, a plurality of pits, in which projec- 
tions, formed on a bottom of said partition, can be 
fitted, are formed in an inner surface of said shell, 
and are arranged at intervals. 


8 

ABSTRACT 

The thickness of a case can be changed. 
Therefore, in this case, two frame members, each molded 
into a square shape, using a plastics material, are 
connected together by hinge pins 12 so as to be opened 
and closed, and each shell is molded into a dish- like 
shape, using a plastics material, and a peripheral edge 
portion of the shell is turned back outwardly into a U- 
shape, A groove is formed in a peripheral portion of 
the frame member, and when the shell is fitted into the 
frame member, the turned-back portion of the shell is 
snugly fitted in the groove in the frame member. 
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Combined Declaration for Patent Application and Power of Attorney 

As a below-named inventor, I hereby declare that: 

My residence, post office address and citizenship are as stated below next to my name; and that I believe I am the original, first 
and sole inventor (if only one name is listed below) or an original, first and joint inventor (if plural names are listed below) of the 
subject matter which is claimed and for which a patent is sought on the invention entitled 

the specification of which (check one) 
t ] is attached hereto; 

[X ] was filed in the United States under 35 U.S.C. §1 11 on November 13 ^ 2QQ1 . as 

U.S. AppUi. No. 10/009,556 or 
[X] was/will be filed in the U.S. under 35 U.S.C. §371 by entry into the U.S. national stage of an international 

(PCT) application, PCT/ JP0Q/Q1740 ; filed March 22, 2000 , entry requested on 

*\ national stage application received U.S. Appln. No. *; §37 1/§ 102(e) date 

* (* if known) 

and was amended on (if applicable). 

(include dates of amendments under PCT An. J 9 and 34 if PCT) 

I have reviewed and understand the contents of the above-identified specification, including the claims, as amended by any 
amendment referred to above; and I acknowledge the duty to disclose to the Patent and Trademark Office (PTO) all information 
known by me to be material to patentability as defined in 37 C.F.R. §1 .56. 

I hereby claim foreign priority benefits under 35 U.S.C. §§119 (a)-(d) and 365 (b) of any prior foreign application(s) for patent, 
inventor's or plant breeder's rights certificate(s), or mider §365(a) of any PCT application which designated at least one country 
other than the U.S., listed below: 

Application No. Country Filing Date (MM/DD/YYYY) 


If I claimed foreign priority above, I hereby identify below any foreign application for patent (including an intemational (PCT) 
application designating a country other than the United States) or for an inventor's or plant breeder's certificate, having a filing date 
hefiare that of the earliest application from which foreign priority is claimed (if left blank, then there are none): 
Non-Priority Application No. Country Filing Date (MM/DDATYYY) 

10-269707 Japan September 24^ 1998 


Page 1 of 3 


DECLARATION AND POWER OF ATTORNEY 


I hereby claim the benefit under Title 35, United States Code, §11 9(e) of any United States 
Provisional application(s) listed below: 


PRIOR PROVISIONAL APPLICATIONS 


(application serial number) (Month / Day / Year filed) 


(application serial number) (Month / Day / Year filed) 


I hereby claim the benefit under Title 35, United States Code, section 120 of any United 
States application(s) listed below and, insofar as the subject matter of each of the claims 
of this application is not disclosed in the prior United States application in the manner 
provided by the first paragraph of Title 35, United States Code, section 112, I acknowledge 
the duty to disclose material information as defined in Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, 
section 1 .56 which became available between the filing date of the prior application and the 
national or PCT international filing date of this application: 

Status - patented, 

Application Serial No. Filing Date pending, abandoned 


I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my ovwn knov^ledge are true and that 
all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and further that these 
statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like so made 
are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the 
United States Code and that such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the 
application or any patent issued thereon. 

I hereby appoint Joseph R, Papp . Reg. No. J20l l^ , 

and each principal, attorney of counsel, associate and employee of Harness, Dickey & 
Pierce, P.L.C., who is a registered Patent Attorney, my attorney with full power of 
substitution and revocation, to prosecute this application and to transact all business in the 
Patent and Trademark Office connected therewith. 1 request the Patent and Trademark 
Office to direct all correspondence and telephone calls relative to this application to 
Harness, Dickev_ jt Pierce, P.L.C., P^^_Bo)^82a,_BlQ omfield Hills, Michigan 48303 
^810) 641-1600. 

Full name of sole or first inventor: H I I^OSH {^A I AS Br 


lnventor*s signature: 


Date: November 15, 2002 


Residence: Furukawa-shi/ Miyagi, Japan 


Citizenship: J^P^" 


Post Office Address- 6-33~ 301, Inaba 3-chome, Furukawa~shi , Miyagi, Japan, 
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DECLARATION AND POWER OF ATTORNEY 


Full name of second joint inventor, if any: ,^]dJj^!l^^ MiyA<J/MA 
Second Inventor's signature: J^^jl^O ^./y^yc^^A. 


Date: November 15, 2002 


Residence: _Ura,wa-c;hi,, Sait-ama, Japan ^ITP^ 

Citizenship: J^pan 

Post Office Address: 21-33, Wakacho 4-chome, lirawa-shi, Saitama, Japan. 

Full name of third joint inventor, if any: _ 


Third Inventor's signature: 


Date: November 15, 2002 


Residence: ^ndai-shi, Miyagi, Japan 


Citizenship: J^v^n 


1-1-2-403, Aza Morishita, Shimoayashi, Aoba-ku, 
Post Office Address: . Sendai-shi, Miyagi, Japan. 


Full name of fourth joint inventor, if any: 

Fourth Inventor's signature: 

Date: 


Residence: 
Citizenship: 


Post Office Address: 


Full name of fifth joint inventor, if any: 

Fifth Inventor's signature: 

Date: 

Residence: 

Citizenship: 

Post Office Address: 
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